
Birth Data Variables 
Items in bold red are sensitive and require justification. Unless otherwise stated, approved items are available for release from 1974 to current.
	Variable Name
	DLB Variable Name
	Values
	Comments

	Birth registration year
	r_yEar
	YYYY

Blank = not recorded


	Year event registered not necessarily the same as year of birth

	Sex
	sex
	M - Male

F - Female

U - Unknown

N - Not Registered

Blank = not recorded 


	

	Subset date of birth
	Dob
	YYYYMM

YYYY


	DOB subset by DLB.

	Baby’s ATI status
	CHILD_ATI_staTUS
	A – Aboriginal

AT – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

N – No

T – Torres Strait Islander

U – Unknown

Y – Yes

Blank = not recorded


	Not available on records prior to 2007.

	Birth weight
	WEIGHT
	4 digit number

Blank = not recorded


	Not available on records registered prior to 1984.

	Born alive
	BRNALIVE
	Y – Yes

N – No

U – Unknown

Blank = not recorded


	

	Plurality
	PLURAL
	N/T, where:

N = Baby number

T = Total babies


	

	Gestational age
	GESTATN
	2 digit number

Blank = not recorded


	Contains some values in excess of expected gestation, and no context field to explain. Only available for stillbirths for registrations after 1984.

	Born in hospital
	POB_HOSP_FLAG
	Y = Yes, otherwise field is blank
	Derived by DLB from place of birth hospital code.



	Place of birth state
	POB_STATE
	30 characters

Blank = not recorded
	

	Place of birth country
	POB_COUNTRY
	40 characters

Blank = not recorded
	

	Mother’s occupation
	MOTHOCCP
	100 characters

Blank = not recorded


	

	Mother’s ATI status
	MOTHABOR
	A – Aboriginal

AT – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

B – Both

N – No

T – Torres Strait Islander

U – Unknown

Y – Yes

Blank = not recorded 


	Not available on records prior to 1992. 

“B” code is only found in data for short period 1994-2001, and effects only very small number of records, so it looks like coding error rather than new code.

	Mother’s place of birth
	MOTH_POB
	100 characters

Blank = not recorded


	

	Mother’s age 
	MOTH_age
	3 characters


	Some U – Unknowns (1945-1973)

Pre-1992 moth_age is as recorded on registration form. Post-1992 moth_age is calculated, unless moth_dob is missing. 



	Year mother arrived in Australia
	MOTH_YR_ARRIVED
	YYYY


	Available for birth registrations 2002 onwards. Some unusual YYYY recorded.

	Father’s occupation
	FATHOCCP
	100 characters

Blank = not recorded


	

	Father’s ATI status
	FATHaBOR
	A – Aboriginal

AT – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

B – Both

N – No

T – Torres Strait Islander

U – Unknown

Y – Yes

Blank = not recorded 


	Not available on records prior to 1992.

“B” code is only found in data for short period 1993-2001, and effects only very small number of records, so it looks like coding error rather than new code.

	Father’s place of birth
	FATH_POB
	100 characters

Blank = not recorded


	

	Father’s age
	FATH_AGE
	3 characters


	Some U – Unknowns (1945-1973)

Pre-1992 moth_age is as recorded on registration form. Post-1992 moth_age is calculated, unless moth_dob is missing. 



	Year father arrived in Australia
	FATH_YR_ARRIVED
	YYYY
	Available for birth registrations 2002 onwards. Some unusual YYYY recorded.

	Subset date of marriage
	DOM
	YYYY

Blank = not recorded


	DOM subset by DLB.


Sensitive variables
	Variable Name
	MOU Variable Description
	DLB Variable Name
	Values
	Comments

	Baby’s date of birth


	Baby’s full date of birth
	DOB
	YYYYMMDD
	Unless approved, only subset DOB is provided as YYYYMM or YYYY.


	Place of birth postcode
	Postcode for place of birth
	pob_POSTCODE
	4 characters


	Very often this is the postcode of the hospital, not the residential postcode. Contains some non-WA postcodes, and some text that looks like abbreviations of state names.



	Place of birth hospital
	Hospital code for place of birth
	POB_HOSP
	Standard hospital codes plus:

168 = transit birth

906 = home birth


	May also require approvals from Area Health Services.

	Informant’s postcode
	Residential postcode of informant
	INF_PC
	12 characters
Blank = not recorded
	The parent is not always the informant. Contains overseas and non-WA postcodes. Contains substantial number of BLANK records.
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