Electoral Roll Data Variables

Your Electoral Roll data contains a subset of records for each person in the cohort, including:

1. A starting record showing the person’s Electoral Roll status on the start date (the “lower bound” of the request). In some cases this record will have a status of “NOT ON ROLL”, meaning there is no Electoral Roll data available for this person on or before the start date. If data for this person is available on or before the start date then the status flag will show this with “ON ROLL” or some other value.

Note that the transaction date of this record will equal the start date. This is done to illustrate that this is the person’s electoral status as of the start of the study period, without providing information outside of the scope of the project.

Please note that no electoral data is available prior to November 1988.

2. If the starting record has a status of “NOT ON ROLL”, then the subsequent record is also included. This is provided to show the first true status during the study period.


3. Records marked as “OUT OF STATE” are included to show that the person has left WA.


4. The first “ON ROLL” record following an “OUT OF STATE” is included to show that the person has returned to WA.
5. Records marked as “CURRENT” or “DEATH” are provided. These are usually a person’s final record; clerical errors can occasionally result in subsequent data. Note: the transaction date on a “DEATH” record is not the person’s date of death, but the date when the electoral roll was updated to reflect the change in status. 


6. A person’s final record within the study period is included.

A couple of other modifications are made:

· Date of birth is presented as a five year range.

· Transaction date is displayed as only a month and year.

EXAMPLE ONE:

Start date = 1/1/2000, End date = 31/12/2010

	Original data
	Output data

	ON ROLL --- 20/3/2001

ON ROLL --- 30/6/2003

OUT OF STATE --- 3/9/2006

ON ROLL --- 1/1/2008

ON ROLL --- 1/2/2009

ON ROLL --- 23/10/2009

ON ROLL --- 17/7/2010

ON ROLL --- 6/4/2011

CURRENT --- 12/3/2013
	NOT ON ROLL --- 1/2000

ON ROLL --- 3/2001

OUT OF STATE --- 9/2006

ON ROLL --- 1/2008

ON ROLL --- 7/2010


EXAMPLE TWO:

Start date = 1/1/2000, End date = 31/12/2014

	Original data
	Output data

	ON ROLL --- 2/5/1990

ON ROLL --- 6/8/1997

ON ROLL --- 17/4/2001

ON ROLL --- 19/1/2005

OUT OF STATE --- 13/3/2007

ON ROLL --- 7/1/2009

ON ROLL --- 21/6/2009

OUT OF STATE --- 20/2/2010

ON ROLL --- 11/12/2010

ON ROLL --- 14/4/2012

DEATH --- 21/1/2014
	ON ROLL --- 1/2000

OUT OF STATE --- 3/2007

ON ROLL --- 1/2009

OUT OF STATE --- 2/2010

ON ROLL --- 12/2010

DEATH --- 1/2014


	Variable Name
	Variable Code
	Variable Description
	Values
	Comments

	Transaction Date
	TRANS_DATE
	Date of electoral change
	MMYYYY

YYYY
	

	Sex
	SEX
	Gender of elector
	M = Male
F = Female
	

	Date of Birth
	DOB
	Date of birth
	5 year age groups
	

	Status_flag

	STATUS_FLAG
	Summary of changes to a person’s elector status indicating the status of the elector at the time of the transaction


	NOT ON ROLL  = not enrolled as an elector in WA

ON ROLL  = first time on roll or return to roll from move out of state or country

OUT OF STATE = deleted from roll due to move out of state or country

DEATH = deleted from roll due to death


	Only flags changes that indicate death or move from state.  Other changes of status (e.g. Failed to vote, by objection) are not flagged.

If status ON ROLL at a given date – assume the elector is still ON ROLL unless there is an additional record at a later date to indicate a change of status



	Postcode
	POSTCODE
	Postcode at date of transaction
	NNNN
	


NOTE:  
1) Electoral Roll data moved to the current system in NOV 1988.  Any existing current records were moved to the new system with a Transaction date of Nov 1988.

2) Each person with an Electoral record will include a 'Not on Roll' or 'On Roll' record at the either the start of the study period or start of electoral roll data collection, whichever is later.
