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Linkage
How to complete this form:

Complete this module only if you are applying for a new dataset to be linked to other datasets in the WA Data Linkage System. 
Note: under no circumstances should data be emailed. Data for linkage must be transferred securely to a member of the Linkage Team.

The Linkage Team reserves the right to decline, suspend or charge extra for linkage work if dataset requirements are unmet.
	DATASET REQUIREMENTS 

	1. The fields that produce the highest quality linkage are: given name, surname, date of birth and address. 

2. Multi-field information should be broken down into separate components.

Ideal: 

First name
Middle name
Surname
Address 1
Suburb
Postcode
John
Robert
Smith
189 Royal St
East Perth
6004
Undesirable: 

Name
Address
John Robert Smith
189 Royal St East Perth 6004
3. Preferred formats: character-separated text (e.g. .csv, .tab), fixed-width text or Excel spreadsheet. If you are unable to provide your data in one of these formats, please contact the Team Leader, Data Linkage, who may be able to assist with file conversion. 

4. IDs that deterministically connect your data to another collection, such as Unit Medical Record Numbers or Elector Numbers, are very useful for linkage. Please note that the Linkage Team cannot accept Medicare Numbers.  

5. Please ensure your data is checked thoroughly for errors before sending. Common mistakes include duplicate or missing IDs, invalid characters and inconsistent formatting. 

6. Please note incomplete data may affect linkage.




	


1. DATASET DETAILS
	1.1 Dataset name:

	

	1.2 Please provide a basic description of the data to be provided for linkage purposes:

	


	


2. CUSTODIAN DETAILS
	2.1 Please provide the details of the Data Custodian for this dataset:

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Organisation
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	2.2 Person with whom the Linkage Team should liaise with to acquire the data:

	 As above

	Name
	

	Organisation
	

	Address
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	


	


3. DATASET SPECIFICATIONS
	3.1 Has this data been linked previously?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES →    please provide project number (if known):
	

	3.2 Total number of records and/or people in the dataset
	

	3.3 Time period of data (when was the information collected?)
	

	3.4 Data format (see Data Requirements on p.1)
	


	


4. DATA ITEMS TO BE PROVIDED FOR LINKAGE
	4.1 Please list the data items that will be provided for linkage purposes (see Data Requirements on p.1). For further information regarding minimum data requirements for linkage, please refer to our  Minimum Requirements for Data Linkage guide. 
Note that every record must have a unique and enduring ID.

	


	


5. DATA ITEMS REQUIRED FOR ANALYSIS 
	5.1 If you intend to merge data from the dataset provided for ad-hoc linkage with other linked datasets requested as part of your application, please list the data items that will be included (or provide this list in a separate word or excel file).
Note that Personal Information Variables listed here (e.g. full date of birth) must be acknowledged in section 10 of the Application for Data form, along with a justification of why non-identifiable variables cannot be used.

	

	5.2 Will the data items described above be provided to the Department of Health for merging with linkage keys?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No, data to be provided directly to analysts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes, data will be provided for merging
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